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WILLIAM  H.  HATCH— SOLDIER  AND  EDUCATOR. 

[Walter  D.   Herrick.] 

Mr.  Hatch  was  born  October  8.  1845,  in  Indianapolis.  His  family 
moved  to  Minneapolis  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  When 
still  a  boy  he  learned  the  trade  of  his  father,  a  printer,  and  was  so  pro- 
ficient that  his  father  said  that  William  had  not  cost  him  a  cent.  On 
August  25,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  10th  Battery  of  the  Wis- 
consin Light  Artillery.  He  participated  in  important  engagements  and 
was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  mustered  out 
June  7,  1865.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  Phil 
Sheridan  Post,  G.  A.  R.  of  Oak  Park,  Illinois.  After  the  war  he  com- 
pleted his  high  school  education  at  Minneapolis,  then  obtained  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Minneapolis  public  schools,  later  taught  at  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  and  then  for  a  time  engaged  in  business.  The  teacher  instinct 
prompted  a  return  to  the  schoolroom,  and  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
high  school  at  Rock  Island,  following  which  he  became  Superintendent 
of  Schools  in  Moline.  After  four  years  there  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
like  office  in  Oak  Park,  which  he  held  for  twenty-five  years.  Retiring 
in  1917  to  a  country  home  in  Rockford,  Minnesota,  he  enjoyed  there, 
with  his  immediate  family,  well-earned  relief  from  the  active  demands 
of  his  profession.  Mrs.  Hatch,  to  whom  he  was  devoted  through  a 
long  and  happv  married  life,  died  in  August,  1925,  and  he  on  December 
26,  1926. 

This  formal  sketch  of  Mr.  Hatch's  life  gives  little  clew  to  the  man 
himself.  His  character  and  achievement  are  best  evidenced  by  the  love 
and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  pupils,  parents  and  teachers  in 
the  community  which  he  served  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century.  There- 
fore, let  them  speak.  Said  a  pupil :  "I  just  love  Mr.  Hatch."  Said  a 
mother:  "His  face  itself  is  a  benediction.  His  presence  in  the  school- 
room, especially  when  he  gives  his  illustrated  Christmas  story  of  the 
Christ  Child  must  have  an  uplifting  influence  upon  the  children."  Said 
a  father:  "Mr.  Hatch's  greatest  asset  as  an  educator  was  his  capacity 
to  select,  hold  and  inspire  good  teachers.  No  man  in  the  twenty-five 
years  of  his  service  to  Oak  Park  has  done  more  for  the  community 
than  he."  Said  a  principal:  "To  the  principals  he  was  a  constant  in- 
spiration. I  would  have  left  the  teaching  profession  many  years  ago, 
had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Hatch."  Said  a  teacher:  "He  made  us  feel 
that  he  had  perfect  faith  in  us,  and  so  stimulated  and  inspired  us  by 
his  own  wonderful  personality  that  we  felt  that  we  must  live  up  to  his 
expectations.  He  made  each  teacher  feel  that  she  was  not  part  of  a 
system,  but  his  personal  friend  and  co-worker  in  the  most  important 
work  in  the  world." 

Mr.  Hatch  had  no  children,  but  claimed  all  of  the  school-children 
as  his  own. 

The  William  H.  Hatch  School  in  Oak  Park  stands  as  a  fitting  and 
enduring  monument  to  his  contribution  to  that  community. 
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Wm.  H.   Hatch. 


